
How to Win Scholarships



Class of 2021: Million Dollar Club 



Timothy Melendez, $2.5 Million Dollar Scholar
Columbia University



Megan Bindseil                          Katrina Ramirez
TX A&M College Station             New York University



    Jada Quintero Cisneros                  Jair Coronado
                UIW                                           UTSA



       Julie Torres    Hector Martinez       Maira Mesquias
            UIW                UTSA                      UT Austin



    Annabelle Reyna                        Keyalana Bethel
Our Lady of the Lake                Texas State University



Observe deadlines.

Put maximum effort into completing the applications to the best of your abilities. 

Don’t procrastinate until the night before the essay is due – really research and 
consider what each scholarship organization values and try to highlight the areas 
of your life that reflect these values.

Example: Martin Luther King Scholarship

https://www.scholarships.com/SCHLINK_533/
https://www.scholarships.com/SCHLINK_70/


Write a strong college essay

Start working on your essay early.

Pick a topic that’s unique and has a strong reflection.

Ask someone to help you revise and edit your essay.

Reuse essays to save time, customizing them for each new application.

Proofread the essay carefully before submitting the application. 



Build Your Resume

• Keep your grades high

• Get involved in extracurricular activities

• Volunteering & Community Service is critical!

• Join Students of Service (sossantonio.org)



sossanantonio.org



Select the Right Scholarships

National scholarships draw a lot of applicants so even if you are eligible, the odds of you winning are low in 
comparison to the smaller ones. 

● Examples: Questbridge, Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, Hispanic Scholarship Fund, Gates Scholarship, 
Dream.Us, Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, etc.)

Small or local/state scholarships 

● Examples: Baumberger Scholarship, SAISD Foundation Scholarship,

My Brothers Keeper Scholarship, SAEP, Martin Luther King-SA, Cesar Chavez-SA, 

Don Pedro Restaurant Scholarship

https://www.scholarships.com/SCHLINK_529/


Read the Eligibility Requirements       

● Financially need based
● Top 25%
● Specific heritage ( Puerto-Rican, Italian-American, African American ..)
● Majoring in education, engineering, law enforcement, business...
● Military affiliation...Parent serving in active duty in US Armed Forces
● Based on religious involvement (active member of a church)
● Sports related
● Vocational college
● Attend specific high schools or school districts
● Affiliated with credit unions or employers
● Special needs (hearing, learning, physical disability) 
● Members of JROTC
● Outstanding leadership
● Parents belong to a certain bank branch like USAA



Dell Scholarship
Dellscholars.org

Dell Scholarships are given to only 500 students across the nation annually. The 20 seniors selected from among 
SAISD’s Class of 2021 is an increase from 15 SAISD students last year, and up from six students in both 2019 and 
2018. 

In order to qualify for the program, students must participate for a minimum of two years in a pre-approved college 
readiness program such as AVID or Upward Bound.

The Dell Scholars program includes a $20,000 scholarship, a laptop and textbook solutions, students also receive 
personalized, multifaceted support for the academic, financial, and emotional life challenges



Questbridge Scholarship



Questbridge Scholarship
45 College Partners (Stanford, Brown, Princeton, 
Rice, University of Chicago…)

Due: September 28th
Rank Up to 12 Colleges by Oct. 14th
Finalists Announced by Oct. 19th
Recipients are notified on Dec. 1st



Questbridge Scholarship



SAISD Foundation Scholarship
https://www.saisdfoundation.com/scholarships/

Burbank Hispanic Scholarship
This $1,500 scholarship was created to 
assist Burbank High School graduates of 
Hispanic descent with tuition, books, and 
college-related expenses in his or her first 
year of college, preferably to a 4-year college 
or university.  

Student Eligibility: 2.5 (or 75%)  GPA; 
graduating senior at Burbank; of Hispanic 
descent; demonstrated financial need.



SAISD Foundation Scholarship

This $1,000 scholarship, renewable for a 
second year, is awarded to a graduating 
seniors in SAISD, who are active in their high 
schools in co-curricular activities and plan to 
be an active SAISD alumni.  

Students should demonstrate a desire to make 
a significant impact on San Antonio and the 
SAISD community through future work in their 
chosen field of study. 

Student Eligibility:  2.75 (or 78%) GPA; 
graduating seniors of any SAISD High 
School who want to make a significant 
impact on the San Antonio and SAISD 
community through future work; plans to 
enroll in an accredited college or university.



San Antonio Education Partnership Scholarship
https://saedpartnership.org/saep-scholarship/



College Board Opportunity Scholarships
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/



Scholarship Databases
Search for scholarships available to a wide range of students, majors, minors, 
and areas of study

collegegreenlight.com
fastweb.com
finaid.org
scholarships.com
latinocollegedollars.org/
bigfuture.collegeboard.org
salliemae.com
studentscholarshipsearch.com
collegeforalltexans.com

http://www.collegegreenlight.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.latinocollegedollars.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/






https://cafecollege.org/scholarships/



Look for unusual scholarships 

Stuck at the Prom Scholarship - We’re giving 
away $20,000 in cash scholarships to high 
school students who make the best prom attire 
out of Duck® Brand Duct Tape!

Tall Club Scholarship - 5'10" for women and 6'2" 
for men, barefoot.

Doodle for Google - 

Use your imagination to create a Google Doodle based on how you 
are uniquely strong. The National Winner's artwork will be displayed 
on Google.com for one day. He or she will also receive a $30,000 
college scholarship; a $50,000 technology package for their 
school/non-profit organization; a trip to Google headquarters in 
California; Google hardware, and fun Googley swag. 



Helpful Hints
Strong Letters of Recommendation
Build relationships with teachers and counselors.

Give your recommenders plenty of time to write the letter.

Observe deadlines
Half the scholarships have deadlines in the fall and half have deadlines in the spring, 
so start searching for scholarships as soon as possible.



Apply for lots of scholarships

Devote time each week to apply to scholarships.

Increase your chances of winning by applying for as many as possible.

Smaller scholarships and essay contests are easier to win because they are less 
popular. 

Create a scholarship schedule. 

Example: Every Monday, spend an hour searching and saving scholarship 
opportunities and every Wednesday, spend an hour applying to them. 



Raise Me
raise.me

Over a million students - representing 2 out of 3 high schools in America - have signed up 
to earn 'micro-scholarships' from a diverse set of over 330 colleges and universities, 
including Northeastern, Colby, Penn State, Michigan State, Tulane and Rollins College.



Create account to earn micro-scholarships


