
Expanded Cafeteria Service Draw Crowds after School
     It’s a common high 
school complaint: cafete-
ria food. Yet the cafeteria 
seems to have no shortage 
of customers, as meals 
are now served breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner.
   The same federal grant 
that provides breakfast is 
now paying for after school 
meals to be served.
   Cafeteria manager Yadira 
Uvalle said the staff serves 
between 120 and 160 meals 
daily.
   “It gives the students an 
opportunity to get dinner,” 
Ms. Uvalle said.
   The menu is the same 
products as served as lunch, 
but the choices vary daily 
so the students aren’t faced 
with eating the same items.

   Ms. Uvalle and one staff 
member who leaves at 2:30 
and comes back at 3:30 p.m. 
handle the cooking, serving 
and clean-up.
   The impact has been posi-
tive, Ms. Uvalle said.
   “They thank me. They 
tell me that, ‘We get home 
and our parents are still 
working and we are hungry 
and can’t eat until later.’ 
This way they have dinner 
and don’t have to go home 
hungry.”   
   Students have been posi-
tive about the new meal.
   “I think it’s really good,” 
said junior John Rodriguez. 
“Maybe they should be giv-
ing us extra but other then 
that it’s nice they’re doing 
this.”  

   The students seem to 
enjoy the food and the idea 
of the cafteria staff serving 
dinner to those who want 
or need dinner. 
   “I like it because some 

people don’t get to eat 
dinner at home,” said junior 
Jonathan Morales.
   Not only do they come for 
the free dinner they  also 
enjoy coming to interact 

with different people. 
   “When you’re waiting in 
line you can meet new peo-
ple and when you’re sitting 
down you can sit with them 
and just talk,” added John. 

The extended service hours allows athletes and students waiting for their rides to have 
something to eat.
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   The Mustang Band 
concluded its competitive 
season with an appearance 
at the Area D marching 
competition. The competi-
tion was held Oct. 28 
   The band ended out of the 
running but director Roger 
Duran was happy with 
both the band’s efforts and 
message.
   “This was another mem-
orable and historic year for 
the Mustang Band,” Mr. 
Duran said.  “It is my high 
honor and privilege to be 
able to work with such a 
wonderful group excellent 
and passionate students.”

September 23, 2017
East Central Hornet Invitational
First Place Overall in 5A
Best Drum Majors Award
First division “SUPERIOR” rating from all three con-
test judges

October 7, 2017
Roosevelt Roughrider Marching Contest
Third Place Overall in 5A
First division “SUPERIOR” rating from all three con-
test judges

October 7, 2017 
Judson HS Rocket Review
Third Place Overall 
Best Color Guard Award
First division “SUPERIOR” rating from all three con-
test judges

October 10, 2017
SAISD Marching Band Showcase
Best Music Award
Best Color Guard Award
Best Marching Award
Best Soloists Award given to Terry Becerra, Samantha 
Guerra, Samuel Martinez, David Romero
First division “SUPERIOR” rating from all three con-
test judges

October 21, 2017
UIL Region 11 Marching Contest
First division “SUPERIOR” rating from all three con-
test judges
Area Advancement

October 28, 2017
UIL Area “D” Marching Contest
25th place out of 33 participating bands

Battle of the Band
Band Ends Competitive Season;
Students Reflect on the Year

   Those passionate students 
were pleased with the effort 
the group put together, 
even without the win.
   “I felt pretty proud of my 
band for going this far and I 
felt proud of myself know-
ing I’m part of this band,” 
said senior Cassandra 
Ibarra.
   Senior David Romero said 
he gained confidence as the 
competition went on.
   “The competition itself 
was intense and cutthroat,” 
David said. “I think I 
worked up confidence to 
have fun rather than to 
compete. Although we 

didn’t make area finals, the 
experience with all these 
great people made it a trip 
to remember.”
   Senior Savannah Cortinas 
admitted to some emotions.
   “Although we may not 
have placed high, we still 
did our best and that’s all 
I could have wanted,” said 
Savannah. “In the middle of 
the performance, I almost 
got emotional because I 
realized that it was my last 
time that I would perform 
that show. I am very proud 
of my band and hope in lat-
er years that they continue 
to do great things.”

The band wind section plays at one of the football games. 
Photo by Chaiyla Soto
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   Jim Lehrer was many things during his career: a 
published author, news anchor, and a debate mod-
erator. 
   As a Jefferson returning alumni, he showed not 
only journalism students but various members of  
the student body that they all have the capability to 
stand where he has stood. Throughout his speech, 
he conveyed the message, “Nothing comes easy in 
life,” and “I’m living proof  of  that.” 
   The fact that he has been in our shoes gives the 
students some incentive on what can come to them 
with a little hard work.
   Mr. Lehrer’s speech to the students was one 
for the books. He addressed the questions of  the 
students very effectively and was able to keep the 
students’ attention with light-hearted jokes here 
and there. Mr. Lehrer was also able to get his point 
across to the students. The most impressive though 
would be that he did this all without a microphone.
   With his many accomplishments, Mr. Lehrer also 
reminisced about his time here at Jeff. This gave 
students the ability to further their understandings 
of  him and how he came to be an astounding writ-
er. The message stayed the same, “Nothing comes 
easy in life.” In his speech, he listed his many 
achievements and how he was able to accomplish 
them.
   Academic-wise this was a monumental moment 
for all of  Jefferson. It gave the students hope that 
they too can become someone great, someone big, 
and someone that will make a difference in the 
world. We are thankful for Jim Lehrer coming all 
the way out here and was able to share his wisdom 
with us.

Jim Lehrer Brings Solid Message
to Students Searching for a Vision

Students Describe Details
that Made an Impression

Bella Schmidt
Sophomore
“I think what made me 
most interested in Jim 
Lehrer’s presentation was 
that he was a Jefferson High 

   When Jim Lehrer spoke, 
students listened. Some 
audience members shared 
their reactions to Mr. Leh-
rer’s Oct. 4 address.

Jake Hernandez
Sophomore
“He said he himself  was in 
the same position that we 
students were in. Anyone 
can do anythign they put 
their heart into. He put his 
passion into writing and 
look at him now, a big-
time journalist. If  I put my 
passion into school, I could 
make it into a good college 
and become successful.”

Kaitlin Martinez
Sophomore
“A student asked a question 
and part of Mr. Lehrer’s 
answer was, “The real world 
struck, but I struck the first 
blow.” This quote stuck with 
me because I thought it 
meant that it’s possible to 
go out into the world and 
make a good start.”

Gabriella Vasquez
Sophomore
To see Jim Lehrer was 
definitely an insporing 
opportunity for an individ-
ual who enjoys writing. I 
have yet to truly figure out 
what I want to do in the 
future, so to hear someone 
who ended up very success-
ful say there are multiple 
opportunities so you do 
not have to stick to just one 
career spoke to me.”
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School graduate. The fact 
that he has led debates with 
some U.S. presidents and 
won mulitple awards really 
inspires me. Lehrer showed 
me that anyone can do 
anything if they put their 
minds to it and work for it.” 

Students Make Cards to Honor Vets
After Vet-
eran’s Day 
observances 
on Wednesday, 
Ms. Cynthia 
Esquivel’s 
students made 
cards for 
staff member 
veterans Luis 
De La Garza 
(third from the 
left top) and 
Sharon Rob-
inson (second 
from the left 
bottom.)

Why School Spirit?
   Some people might think school spirit and every-
thing that goes with it--pep rallies, spirit days, com-
petition between classes--is sort of  old fashioned, 
even quaint.
   In this day of  so much divisiveness and with the 
recent tragedy of  Sutherland Springs in our minds, 
maybe school spirit and similar expressions of  
togetherness is what we need more than ever. We 
need to find more that binds us together than splits 
us apart.
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Spirit Leaders Share
Desire to Contribute

something going on!” she 
said.
   She avoids stress by being 
aware. “I try my best to stay 
focused and I rely on my 
officers to help with with 
certain things,” she said. 
   Ms. Arrambide finds her 
role as cheer director adds 
to her experiences.
   “I love being able to be 
here at Jeff, and help with 
more than just English,” 
Ms. Arrambide said. “And 
helping the girls and boys 
find a passion for what 
they’re doing is special.” 
   She reports that the job 
isn’t as stressful as she ex-
pected.
   “There is a lot of help be-
tween the directors and ad-
mininstration. We all work 
well together,” she said.
   Ms. Arrambide’s own 
background helped prepare 
her for her new role.
   “I danced for 12 years, 
cheered in high school, and 
was involved in college with 
spirit organizations,” she 
recalled.

By Alyssa Gonzalez
   The national debate on 
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA) 
has impacted the Jefferson 
community. 
   Maria H. Ferrier, a former 
TJ student who recently 
addressed an assembly for 
Jefferson girls, strongly be-
lieves in the DACA act and 
is appalled that it is being 
removed. 
   “Get involved with Con-
gress and discuss DREAM-
ers. Bring back DREAM-
ers!” Ms. Ferrier said.
   For teacher Shana Halpin, 
the issue is an emotional 
one. 
   “It’s difficult to watch my 
students with their uncer-
tainty,” Ms. Halpin said. “It’s 
difficult to watch kids with 
such a burden. 
   “I have good students 
with good intentions. I have 
a student who wants to 
attend Stanford University 
and become a surgeon; he 
wants to stay here and dedi-

cate his life to America.” 
   She believes he needs that 
chance. 
   A student who wished 
not to be identified sees 
the problem up close and 
personal. 
“I have two siblings, 24 and 
27. They’re both in it,” he 
said. “They both went to 
college and have a job. It’s 
affecting all of us because 
we’re also a target.” 
   What would be Ms. Hal-
pin’s advice?
   “Turn away from politics, 

Turn Away from Politics, not Humanity

Changes in DACA 
Affect Jeff Community

Reporting by Emily Sanchez
   With the history sur-
rounding so much of Jeff, it 
is always a shock when new 
spirit group directors join 
the school.
   This year’s newest direc-
tors both show a respect for 
the Jefferson tradition and 
a passion for their chosen 
fields.
   Mary Nagy joined the 
Jefferson staff in August as 
the dance teacher and Lasso 
instructor. Jacqueline Ar-
rambide came on board last 
December to fill an English 
teacher position but was ap-
pointed cheer director late 
last school year. 
   Ms. Nagy’s background 
has built toward this job.
   “I did drill team in high 
school, and did profession-
al dancing for three years 
while getting my masters,” 
she said. “I had wanted to 
be a dance teacher; it was 
my goal.” 
   Her role at Jeff suits her 
just fine.
   “I love it, there is always 

not humanity,” she said 
simply.
   When the debate intensi-
fied after President Trump 
was elected in November, 
SAISD put out a policy at-
tempting to reassure DACA 
students and teachers 
because some students were 
afraid to come to school.  
   Superintendent Pedro 
Martinez has continued to 
issue policies designed to 
make students feels safe in 
school.

Go Jeff!

BEAT
THE 

BEARS!
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Jeff Faces Edison in 51st Annual 
Tommy Bowl Tonight at 7:30 p.m.
   Head football coach Ed-
ward Cardenas his looking 
for his first Tommy Bowl 
victory tonight. His Mus-
tangs kick off against rival 
Edison Bears tonight at 7:30 
p.m. at Alamo Stadium.
   “I’m expecting a lot of 
people and a victory,” 
Coach Cardenas said. “It 
will be a hard fight. They 
are well-coached and we 
will put on a show for our 
fans.”
   Playoff hopes are still in 
the picture for both teams 
depending both on this 
game and other teams’ 
victories. Jeff is 3-6-0 over-
all and 3-4-0 in district. 
Edison is 4-5-0 overall and 
4-3-0 in district.
   The boys feel prepared.
   “It looks good,” said se-
nior Leonardo Trevino.  
“We’re really determined 
to win this year. We want 
to bring that trophy back,” 
said senior Leonardo Trevi-

Welcome to 
Mustang Country!

Defensive players sophomore Justin Amesquita, junior Jonathon Cortez, and sophomore 
Isaac Gonzalez smother the Hurricanes’ ball carrier.
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Shannon Solis Nail is the 
new softball coach.
Where were you before?  
I came to Jeff from Jor-
dan Middle School in the 
Northside School District.
What do you find unique 
about Jeff?
The culture, historic back-
ground.
Biggest Difference? 
Everything is different ev-
erywhere you go. One thing 
that sticks out the most is 
that the whole school is in-
volved and does traditional 
things, such as pep rallies.

Richard Guerra is the new 
swim coach.
Where were you before? 
Came from Brackenridge-
He has known principal 
Orlando Vera for at least 20 
years. 
What do you find unique 
about Jeff?
The history.

Interviews and pictures 
by Chaiyla Soto

   With each school year 
comes a time to welcome 
new teachers. Making an 
even greater impact are the 
new coaches who come in 
and impact students’ sports 
lives.

Heather Wolf is the new 
girls basketball coach.
Where were you before? I 

was born in Oregon, got a 
full athletic scholarship to 
San Diego State, then trans-
ferred to Incarnate Word 
to finish. I did youth camp 
and mentoring.
What is unique about Jeff?
Everyone is on the same 
mindset and that it is more 
cohesive with the parents to 
the students and the stu-
dents to the teacher.
Biggest difference? 
I am a small town girl in a 
big city and every school 
has its own character. 

Jefferson
PASSING
Name  Comp Att Yds TD INT
Jason Garay 57 104 466 3 5
David Perez 0 4 0 0 0

RUSHING
Name Att  Yds Yds/Att  TD
Jalen Pena  151 805 5.33 8
Jason Garay  151 705 4.67 6
Andrew Halpin 33 150 4.55 2

RECEIVING
Name Rec  Yds Yds/Catch TD
Jose Calvillo  10 133 13 1
Jalen Pena  10 82 8 0
Arturo Calvillo 7 63 9 1
Eric Araiza  7 56 8 1

DEFENSE
Name   Int Yds Tck Sck
Micah Garcia  4 0 0 0
Isaac Gonzalez  2 35 0 0

no, offensive tackle.
   “They are really strong 
up front. They have big 
guys but that shouldn’t be a 

problem,” Leo said. “They 
don’t have anything we 
don’t have. It should be a 
good game.”

The GO CENTER is the 
first stop on your route 

to college!
 Make applications, get help with 
essays, learn about financial aid 
opportunities, and more. Staffed 

with professionals to help you 
achieve your dreams!

Want to a part of  the action 
instead of  just sitting on the 

sidelines? 
Join Student Council and be a 
part of  the decision-makers. 
See Ms. Ferris in Room 208. 
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