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                                 Language Policy

The Faculty of the Luther Burbank

       International Baccalaureate World High School
Recalls: The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme language philosophy is a primary means of communication and learning. Language is an expression of culture and is required for mutual understanding and appreciation of the concept of internationalism. Language acquisition is a life long process. Mastery of one’s mother tongue allows for a strong foundation of understanding the culture, values, and traditions in the native language of the individual. Acquisition of a second language is a risk taking endeavour that leads to open mindedness based on an understanding of a different cultural heritage. 
Identification of Campus Language
In order to promote holistic learning within the context of the International Baccalaureate, the faculty of the Burbank IB Middle Years program recognizes the significance of incorporating the teaching and learning of language throughout the continuum.  Because English is the primary language of instruction, our Language and Literature classes are taught in English.  Students must, therefore, meet English language requirements established by the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) standards.  

Upon entry into the Burbank MYP, parents of students complete a language survey to identify the student's proficiencies and needs.  Language proficiency is determined by the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) which will place the student in either an English as a Second Language (ESL) class or regular English class.   

The State of Texas requires that every student with a home language other than English and with limited English proficiency be provided the full support of an ESL program.  New students to campus are tested using the Woodcock-Munoz Language Survey (WMLS Tests) and the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) to further determine placement and progress (SAISD Administrative Procedure E-1, 2017).  If a student is placed in an ESL program, the school acknowledges the student’s primary language as something other than English.  In our schools, that language is usually Spanish.   

ESL includes intensive instruction in English through the use of second language acquisition methodologies designed to develop proficiency in the comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing of the English language.  ESL courses are commensurate with the student’s level of English proficiency.  Bilingual education or courses taught in the student’s native language may be offered when resources are available. 

The district provides ongoing coordination between ESL and the regular curriculum.  ESL is designed to address the affective, linguistic, and cognitive level needs of limited English proficient students as follows:

Affective - Limited English Proficient (LEP) students are provided instruction using second language methods in English to introduce basic concepts of the school environment which instills confidence, self-assurance, and a positive identity with their cultural heritages.  The program addresses the history and cultural heritage associated with both the students' home language and the United States.

Linguistic - LEP students are provided intensive instruction to develop proficiency in the comprehension, speaking, reading, and composition of the English language. The instruction in academic content areas is structured to ensure that the students master the required TEKS and higher order thinking skills.

Cognitive - LEP students receive instruction in English in mathematics, science, health, and social studies using second language methods. 

Language Instruction
 Luther Burbank MYP offers a proficiency-based approach to language learning taught in six phases so that the complexity and range of language profiles that students bring to their MYP classroom is acknowledged and fostered.   

As explained in the IB MYP Language Acquisition Guide, planning, teaching, and language acquisition skills are mapped on continuums to show clear expectations for each phase.  Students develop ability to communicate appropriately and effectively in an increasing range of social, cultural, and academic contexts, and for an increasing variety of audiences and purposes.   This is demonstrated by: 

The variety and sophistication of vocabulary and structures used. 

The scope of situations in which the language is used.   
The increasing length of text spoken, read, and written. 

The increasing complexity of text spoken, viewed, read, and written.  

The increasing variety of forms of both fiction and non-fiction handled.  

As students develop their understanding, increasing expectations are set
Further Recalls: The Levels of Language Placement available in an IB Diploma

Language A, Language B, Language Ab Initio 

Notes: The Texas State Board of Education’s changes to Chapter 74, specifically 19 Texas Administrative Code, Subchapter D and E LOTE (languages other than English)
This allows native speakers to be placed in a corresponding level of language credit attainment commensurate with their abilities to master and manipulate the language. This placement allows students to receive credit for pre placement credits based on successful completion of placement credit course.  
Further Notes:  San Antonio Independent School District Policy E-32

This sets up procedure for student placement and credentialing of students. The policy sets out the purpose, the application for placement, the placement, the credentialing of lower language levels, and the limitations and restrictions.
Creates and define the following additions to the before mentioned policies:

1. Foreign Language Placement Examination:  All students entering the IB MYP Magnet Program at Luther Burbank High School are given a Spanish/French Placement exam. The findings will determine the level at which they are best performing, and the level they will be assigned to. The assigned level is geared to offer a challenge for improvement. 
2. Findings of Placement Examination:  Students are assigned to a Spanish/French Course based on how they do in the placement examination. Students that can handle the Advanced Placement Language course or the Advanced Placement Literature course are enrolled in those courses. 
3. Credits: In order to graduate from Luther Burbank High School, students must earn 4 credits of English: English I, II, II, and IV.  English III and IV correspond to Years 1 and 2 of IB English Literature A respectively.  
The Language Policy is reviewed twice a year at the beginning of each semester by the Burbank MYP stakeholders.  Amendments to the policy will be considered, especially based on IB policy changes, school district policy changes, changes in the school community, or changes in community needs.
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