Language Policy
The Faculty of the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme

at
Luther Burbank High School
Recalls: The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme  Language  Philosophy 
Language is a primary means of communication and learning. Language is an expression of culture and is required for mutual understanding and appreciation of the concept of internationalism. Language acquisition is a life long process. Mastery of one’s mother tongue allows for a strong foundation of understanding the culture, values, and traditions in the native language of the individual. Acquisition of a second language is a risk taking endeavour that leads to open mindedness based on an understanding of a different cultural heritage. 
Further Recalls: The Levels of Language Placement available in an IB Diploma

Language A, Language B, Language Ab Initio 

Notes: The Texas State Board of Education’s changes to Chapter 74, specifically 19 Texas Administrative Code, Subchapter D and E LOTE (languages other than English)
This allows native speakers to be placed in a corresponding level of language credit attainment commensurate with their abilities to master and manipulate the language. This placement allows students to receive credit for pre placement credits based on successful completion of placement credit course.  
Further Notes:  San Antonio Independent School District Policy E-32

This sets up procedure for student placement and credentialing of students. The policy sets out the purpose, the application for placement, the placement, the credentialing of lower language levels, and the limitations and restrictions.
Creates and define the following additions to the before mentioned policies:

1. Foreign Language Placement Examination:  All students entering the IB Magnet Program at Luther Burbank High School are given a Spanish Placement exam. The findings will determine the level at which they are best performing, and the level they will be assigned to. The assigned level is geared to offer a challenge for improvement. 
2. Findings of Placement Examination:  Students are assigned to a Spanish Course based on how they do in the placement examination. Students that can handle the Advanced Placement Language course or the Advanced Placement Literature course are enrolled in those courses. 
3. English Language Placement: The language of instruction in the school will determine the Language A the student registers for in the IB program. English is the language of instruction, the language of the State of Texas assessments, and the language of the university entrance exams for students enrolled in Luther Burbank High School. 

4. English Language Credits: In order to graduate from Luther Burbank High School, students must earn 4 credits of English: English I, II, II, and IV.  English III and IV correspond to Years 1 and 2 of IB English Literature A respectively.  
